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At Happy Stars Preschool, we work together to support every child in building the strong foundations and first steps needed to become confident, capable and independent learners.

The first five years of a child's life are crucial to their future development. We believe every child deserves a safe, nurturing and welcoming environment where they feel valued and respected, and where they are encouraged to explore, investigate, question and learn without fear of judgement.

By following an In the Moment Planning approach alongside the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and the seven areas of learning:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Communication and Language
· Physical Development
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Arts and Design
children are empowered to make choices about their own learning through self-selected play and exploration.

This child-led approach helps to develop confidence, resilience, independence and a positive "can-do" attitude. Our skilled practitioners build upon children's interests and spontaneous learning opportunities, supporting them to develop new skills, challenge themselves and celebrate their achievements.

Our aim is for every child to leave Happy Stars Preschool as a confident, curious and independent learner, equipped with the skills and self-belief needed for a successful transition to school and beyond.

Our Intent
At Happy Stars Preschool, we believe children learn best when they are trusted to follow their own ideas, interests and curiosity. We provide opportunities for children to explore and play with a wide range of everyday resources and experiences that they may not always have access to at home. Through role play and real-life experiences, children often imitate and recreate what they see adults doing, helping them to make sense of the world around them.

With the support and supervision of our experienced practitioners, children are encouraged to develop essential life skills, including:
· Preparing their own snack
· Learning to dress themselves independently
· Understanding and managing their own emotions
· Recognising and respecting the feelings of others
· Building teamwork and cooperation skills
· Developing communication and language skills
· Forming positive friendships and relationships
· Problem-solving and making decisions
Through repetitive play and hands-on experiences, children continually build upon their confidence, independence and resilience. Each new experience provides opportunities to practise, refine and strengthen existing skills while developing new ones.

We believe these fundamental skills are vital in preparing children for their transition to school and supporting their future learning journey. More importantly, they provide strong foundations that continue to benefit children throughout their lives and into adulthood.

How We Support Learning
At Happy Stars Preschool, we promote learning through a balance of both adult-led activities and child-led play.

Using our In the Moment Planning approach, we encourage children to lead their own learning by following their interests, ideas and curiosity. This approach supports children's development, boosts confidence and promotes independence, enabling them to become active participants in their own learning journey.

Following the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework, each child is assigned a key person who takes time to observe, engage and identify the child's interests in the moment. These observations are then used to inform teaching, planning and next steps, ensuring learning opportunities are meaningful, engaging and tailored to each individual child.

Our practitioners complete activity planning based on the current interests and needs of their key children. Planning typically includes:
· A creative or craft activity
· A small group activity
· A one-to-one activity
This approach ensures that all children have opportunities to engage with our weekly themes and experiences whilst developing important skills such as communication, teamwork, problem-solving, creativity and independence.

Each child has their own Tapestry Learning Journal and individual learning folder. Throughout the year, key persons record observations and assessments to monitor progress and celebrate achievements. These records help us identify areas where additional support may be beneficial and enable us to plan personalised next steps that reflect each child's interests, strengths and stage of development.

By combining high-quality interactions, purposeful observations and child-led learning experiences, we create an environment where every child can thrive, develop confidence and build the foundations needed for a successful transition to school and lifelong learning.
 
The Impact
By the time a child leaves our setting, they will be:

· A strong and confident communicator who can express their thoughts, ideas, needs and feelings effectively.
· A resilient and motivated individual who is willing to try new experiences, persevere through challenges and celebrate their achievements.
· A healthy and independent explorer who can make choices, manage age-appropriate self-care tasks and confidently engage with the world around them.
· An inquisitive and ambitious thinker who is curious, asks questions, solves problems and enjoys learning through discovery.
· 
Our curriculum and approach to learning support children in developing the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for future success. As a result, children leave Happy Stars with the confidence, independence and emotional readiness required for a positive and successful transition to school.

We strive to nurture children who are happy, secure and ready to embrace the exciting opportunities that lie ahead in their learning journey.

Our Aims and Values
At Happy Stars Preschool, we believe that children learn best through play, exploration and meaningful experiences. We tailor each child's learning journey to their individual interests, needs and stage of development, ensuring that every child receives a personalised approach to learning.

By observing children's interests and following their lead, we create engaging learning opportunities that motivate and inspire them. For example, if a child develops a strong interest in a particular storybook, we may create activities, games and learning experiences around that book to extend their learning and deepen their understanding.

This child-centred approach is supported by research and evidence, promoting active learning, enhancing engagement and encouraging deeper levels of understanding.
We believe that every child is unique and should be valued as an individual. Our activities, resources and daily experiences are carefully planned to meet children's varying interests, strengths and developmental needs.

British Values
British Values are embedded throughout our curriculum and daily practice, helping children to develop into respectful, responsible and active members of society.

Democracy
We encourage children to:
· Participate in decision-making and express their opinions.
· Share ideas during group discussions and activities.
· Make choices about their learning and play.
· Develop an understanding of fairness and equality.

The Rule of Law
We support children to:
· Understand and follow age-appropriate rules and boundaries.
· Recognise the consequences of their actions.
· Develop an awareness of how rules help to keep everyone safe and happy.
· Respect the needs and rights of others.

Individual Liberty
We encourage children to:
· Develop confidence in making choices and decisions.
· Explore their own interests and ideas.
· Express their thoughts, feelings and opinions.
· Develop independence and self-confidence.

Mutual Respect and Tolerance
We promote:
· Respect for others regardless of differences.
· Positive relationships and friendships.
· Understanding and appreciation of diversity.
· An environment where everyone feels valued and included.

Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs
We support children to:
· Learn about different faiths, cultures and traditions.
· Explore diversity through stories, celebrations and activities.
· Develop respect for the beliefs and values of others.
· Understand that people may have different views and experiences.

What We Want Children to Achieve

Strong and Confident Communicator
Children will:
· Develop confidence in choosing activities and sharing ideas.
· Communicate effectively with adults and peers.
· Speak confidently within small and larger groups.
· Play cooperatively and take turns.
· Build positive relationships with others.

Resilient and Motivated Individual
Children will:
· Develop confidence to seek help when needed.
· Express their own ideas, thoughts and imagination.
· Persevere when faced with challenges.
· Develop control, coordination and physical confidence.
· Learn about healthy lifestyles, including nutrition, exercise and self-care.

Healthy and Independent Explorer
Children will:
· Listen attentively and respond appropriately.
· Follow instructions and complete tasks.
· Develop independence in everyday routines.
· Use tools and equipment safely and effectively.
· Explore and learn through first-hand experiences.

Inquisitive and Ambitious Thinker
Children will:
· Ask questions and investigate the world around them.
· Work collaboratively and follow agreed expectations.
· Talk about their own experiences and those of their families.
· Observe and explore nature, plants and animals.
· Experiment with music, movement, art and imaginative play.
· Develop an awareness of technology and its role in everyday life.

Legislation and Guidance
Our curriculum and practice are informed by:
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (2024)
· Development Matters (2023)
· Prevent Duty Guidance (2024)
· 
Through our nurturing environment and child-led approach to learning, we aim to develop confident, resilient, independent and curious learners who are fully prepared for their transition to school and future success.
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