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 Aims and Values

Our Aims and Values
At Happy Stars Preschool, we believe that children learn best through play, exploration and meaningful experiences. We tailor each child's learning journey to their individual interests, needs and stage of development, ensuring that every child receives a personalised approach to learning.

By observing children's interests and following their lead, we create engaging learning opportunities that motivate and inspire them. For example, if a child develops a strong interest in a particular storybook, we may create activities, games and learning experiences around that book to extend their learning and deepen their understanding.

This child-centred approach is supported by research and evidence, promoting active learning, enhancing engagement and encouraging deeper levels of understanding.
We believe that every child is unique and should be valued as an individual. Our activities, resources and daily experiences are carefully planned to meet children's varying interests, strengths and developmental needs.

British Values
British Values are embedded throughout our curriculum and daily practice, helping children to develop into respectful, responsible and active members of society.

Democracy
We encourage children to:
· Participate in decision-making and express their opinions.
· Share ideas during group discussions and activities.
· Make choices about their learning and play.
· Develop an understanding of fairness and equality.

The Rule of Law
We support children to:
· Understand and follow age-appropriate rules and boundaries.
· Recognise the consequences of their actions.
· Develop an awareness of how rules help to keep everyone safe and happy.
· Respect the needs and rights of others.

Individual Liberty
We encourage children to:
· Develop confidence in making choices and decisions.
· Explore their own interests and ideas.
· Express their thoughts, feelings and opinions.
· Develop independence and self-confidence.

Mutual Respect and Tolerance
We promote:
· Respect for others regardless of differences.
· Positive relationships and friendships.
· Understanding and appreciation of diversity.
· An environment where everyone feels valued and included.

Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs
We support children to:
· Learn about different faiths, cultures and traditions.
· Explore diversity through stories, celebrations and activities.
· Develop respect for the beliefs and values of others.
· Understand that people may have different views and experiences.

What We Want Children to Achieve

Strong and Confident Communicator
Children will:
· Develop confidence in choosing activities and sharing ideas.
· Communicate effectively with adults and peers.
· Speak confidently within small and larger groups.
· Play cooperatively and take turns.
· Build positive relationships with others.

Resilient and Motivated Individual
Children will:
· Develop confidence to seek help when needed.
· Express their own ideas, thoughts and imagination.
· Persevere when faced with challenges.
· Develop control, coordination and physical confidence.
· Learn about healthy lifestyles, including nutrition, exercise and self-care.

Healthy and Independent Explorer
Children will:
· Listen attentively and respond appropriately.
· Follow instructions and complete tasks.
· Develop independence in everyday routines.
· Use tools and equipment safely and effectively.
· Explore and learn through first-hand experiences.

Inquisitive and Ambitious Thinker
Children will:
· Ask questions and investigate the world around them.
· Work collaboratively and follow agreed expectations.
· Talk about their own experiences and those of their families.
· Observe and explore nature, plants and animals.
· Experiment with music, movement, art and imaginative play.
· Develop an awareness of technology and its role in everyday life.

Legislation and Guidance
Our curriculum and practice are informed by:
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (2024)
· Development Matters (2023)
· Prevent Duty Guidance (2024)
· 
Through our nurturing environment and child-led approach to learning, we aim to develop confident, resilient, independent and curious learners who are fully prepared for their transition to school and future success.
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